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Michael Žantovský

Jacques Rupnik

Michael Žantovský is a diplomat, politician, writer, and

Jacques Rupnik is director of research at the Centre for In-

translator. He studied psychology at Charles University

ternational Studies and Research at Sciences Po, Paris

in Prague and McGill University in Montreal, Canada and

and a professor at the College of Europe in Bruges. He has

worked as a research psychologist. In November 1989 he

been visiting professor at several European universities and

was a founding member of the Civic Forum, an umbrella

at Harvard, and was executive director of the International

organization that coordinated the overthrow of the Com-

Commission on the Balkans. He was a consultant to the Eu-

munist regime, and became its press spokesman. In Jan-

ropean Commission (2007–2010), a member of the Indepen-

uary 1990 he became the Spokesman and Press Secretary

dent International Commission on Kosovo (1999–2000) and

for President Václav Havel. In July 1992 he was appointed

has been a member of the Institute for Historical Justice and

Ambassador to the United States. In 1996 he was elected

Reconciliation in The Hague since 2010. He has focused on

to the Senate of the Parliament of the Czech Republic and

the democratization and European integration of East and

served as the chairman of its Committee on Foreign Affairs,

Central European countries and nationalism and post-con-

Defense and Security. He was a leader of the parliamentary

flict reconciliation in the Balkans and has published several

political party ODA in 1997 and again in 2001-2. He was the

books on this subject. Dr. Rupnik completed an M.A. in Soviet

party’s deputy leader in 1998-2001. He served as the Czech

studies at Harvard University (1974) and a Ph.D. at Université

Ambassador to Israel from 2003 till 2009. From 2009 till Au-

Paris-Sorbonne (1978).

gust 2015, he was the Ambassador of the Czech Republic
to the Court of St. James’s. He is a recipient, along with the

Pavel Seifter

former US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright of the 2016

Pavel Seifter is a former Czech ambassador to the United

Czech and Slovak Transatlantic Award for his role in build-

Kingdom (1997–2003). A lecturer in Labour and Social History

ing political, economic and security ties between the Unit-

in Prague, he was forced to leave his post after the Soviet

ed States and countries of Central and Eastern Europe. He

invasion and worked as a window cleaner. He was a signatory

is a regular contributor to World Affairs Journal and Aspen

of Charter 77 and a member of the Civic Forum. After 1989

Review Central Europe. Since 2012, he has served as the

he became a co-founder and deputy director of the Institute

President of Aspen Institute Prague. In September, 2015,

of Contemporary History and subsequently served as deputy

Mr. Zantovsky became Executive Director of Václav Havel

director of the Institute of International Relations in Prague.

Library in Prague.

He served as director of foreign policy to President Václav

Jan Michal
Jan Michal has been head of the European Commission

Havel (1993–1997). He is currently a visiting research fellow
at the London School of Economics.

Representation in the Czech Republic since September

Ivan Gabal

2010. From 2009 to 2010 he worked at the European Com-

Ival Gabal is a member of the Parliament of the Czech Re-

mission’s Secretariat-General in Brussels. He represent-

public and a sociologist. Elected in 2013 as an independent

ed the Commission at preparatory meetings of the G8 and

on behalf of KDU-ČSL (Christian Democrats), Mr. Gabal is

was involved in preparing G20 and EU Council meetings.

deputy chairman of the Defense Committee and a member

Between 1993 and 2009 he worked at the Czech Ministry of

of the Security Committee. He graduated from Charles Uni-

Foreign Affairs, inter alia as director of the United Nations

versity in Prague, majoring in sociology (1975). From 1976 to

Department (2007–2009) and as the Czech Republic’s dep-

1990 he worked as a researcher at the Institute of Philoso-

uty permanent representative to NATO (2003–2007). He

phy and Sociology of the Czech Academy of Sciences, while

had previously served as a diplomat in the Netherlands, at

he was one of the founders of the Circle of Independent In-

the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons

telligence and Civic Forum, established in 1989, and man-

in The Hague (1996–2001) and at the UN in New York (1995),

aged the Department of Political Analysis under the Office

where he was a member of the Czech Republic’s delega-

of President Havel. Since 1994 he has managed two compa-

tion to the Security Council. He holds degrees in econom-

nies focused on sociological analysis, GAC spol. s.r.o. and

ics from the University of Economics in Prague and in in-

Gabal Analysis & Consulting, that have carried out a number

ternational relations from Charles University’s Faculty of

of unique projects in the fields of security and defense, eth-

Social Sciences.

nic affairs, education, regional development, environment,

NATO and the EU. He is married to Ms. Jana Hybášková, the

Pia Bungarten

EU ambassador in Baghdad, Iraq. Mr Gabal’s priority is his

Pia Bungarten currently heads the Scholarship Program of

work in Parliament, in particular the preparation and imple-

the Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation, Germany’s oldest political

mentation of defense and security policy, the development

foundation. Established in 1925 upon the death of Friedrich

of the Czech Army and oversight of the work of the secret

Ebert, a Social Democrat and Germany’s first democrati-

services.

cally elected president, the foundation’s mission from the

Michela Ceccorulli

beginning has been to enable gifted students (in particular
from a non-academic and migrant background) to attend

Michela Ceccorulli is adjunct professor at the University of

university and help build an elite committed to democracy

Bologna, a lecturer at the Dickinson Center for European

in Germany. Ms. Bungarten came to this field after having

Studies and a research fellow at the Forum on the Problems

been involved in the international work of the foundation

of Peace and War in Florence. Ms. Ceccorulli obtained her

for over 20 years: as head of the UN liaison office in New

PhD at the IMT Institute for Advanced Studies in Lucca and

York; as head of the human rights program in the founda-

her M.A. at Johns Hopkins University’s SAIS in Washington,

tion’s headquarters; as director of the Thailand office in

DC. In 2014 she was part of the Young Leader Programme

Bangkok; as head of the International Dialogue Division in

of the Council for the United States and Italy. Among her

Berlin in charge of the foundation’s offices in Europe, Rus-

research interests are migration, security cooperation and

sia, Central Asia and North America; and most recently as

security governance. Her most recent publications include

head of the US and Canada Office in Washington, DC. Ms.

Framing irregular immigration in security terms: the Libya

Bungarten holds degrees in American Studies, political sci-

case, Florence, Florence University Press, 2014; The EU,

ence and public administration from Amherst College, the

migration and the politics of administrative detention (with

University of Munich and the Kennedy School at Harvard

Nicola Labanca), Routledge, 2014; and “Multidimensional

University.

threats and military engagement: The case of the Italian
intervention in Libya” (with Fabrizio Coticchia) in Mediter-

Catherine Wihtol de Wenden

ranean Politics.

Catherine Wihtol de Wenden holds a Ph.D. in political sci-

Natalie Nougayrede

ence from Sciences Po. She is a regular consultant for the
OECD, the European Commission, the UNHCR and the Coun-

Natalie Nougayrede is a columnist, lead writer and foreign

cil of Europe. A lawyer and political scientist, she has been

affairs commentator at The Guardian. Previously executive

chair of the Research Committee on Migrations of the Inter-

and managing editor of Le Monde, Ms. Nougayrède is the first

national Society of Sociology since 2002. From 2003 to 2011

woman to have led the French national daily, where she was

she was a member of the Commission ationale de déontolo-

responsible for leading its digital and editorial transforma-

gie de la sécurité. She is a member of the editorial boards of

tion, with a particular focus on investigative journalism and

Hommes et migrations, Migrations société and Esprit. Ms.

quality long-form reporting. Under her leadership, Le Monde

Wihtol de Wenden’s research focuses on the relationship

consolidated its position as the biggest information website

between migrations and politics in France, migration flows,

in France and widened its global audience. In the early 1990s

migration policies and citizenship in Europe and in the rest

she began reporting for various French media outlets, cover-

of the world.

ing events in Eastern Europe following the dissolution of the
Soviet Union, notably the war in South Ossetia (1991–1992)

Karel Schwarzenberg

and the breakup of Czechoslovakia (1993). Four years later

Karel Schwarzenberg is a former minister of foreign af-

she became a full-time editor for the left-leaning newspaper

fairs (2007–2009) and deputy prime minister of the Czech

Libération. She joined Le Monde as a full-time correspon-

Republic (2010–2013), chairman of the party TOP 09 and

dent in 1997 and became a prominent voice in the French

member of the Senate of the Czech Parliament (2004–

media through her coverage of Russian politics, in partic-

2010). During the first half of 2009 Mr. Schwarzenberg

ular the civil war in the Russian republic of Chechnya. Ms.

also served as the President of the Council of the Euro-

Nougayrède has received two major French journalism priz-

pean Union. He was president of the International Helsin-

es, the Prix de la Presse Diplomatique (2004) and the Albert

ki Committee for Human Rights (1984–1991) and served

Londres award (2005), both for her coverage of the Chechen

as chancellor to President Václav Havel. In 1991, togeth-

conflict and the Beslan school attack. In her present role at

er with Lech Walesa, he was awarded the Council of Eu-

The Guardian, she writes a regular column on foreign affairs

rope’s Human Rights Award. He is a founder of the Vaclav

with a strong focus on Europe.

Havel Library.

Attila Melegh

the Reformist Party ORA (2005–2008). He was a signatory

Attila Melegh is a sociologist, economist and historian. Mr.

of the Rambouillet accords for Kosovo at the negotations in

Melegh has taught in the United States, Russia, Georgia and

1999. In 1990 he founded the independent weekly KOHA and

Hungary. He is an associate professor at Corvinus Universi-

later the daily KOHA Ditore (1997), which remains the lead-

ty, Budapest and a professor and senior researcher at the

ing daily newspaper in Kosovo. In 2000 he founded KTV, the

Demographic Research Institute. His research focuses on

preeminent independent national TV broadcaster. In 1999 he

sociological and historical aspects of globalization, global

was chosen as one of the Global Leaders of Tomorrow at the

social change and international migration. He is the author

World Economic Forum in Davos. During the 1990s he was

of three books in English and Hungarian and has published

a leading figure in civil society and politics in Kosovo. He

over 100 scholarly works. He is the president of the European

graduated from the Faculty of Philosophy and Letters at the

Network for Global and Universal History and is the founding

National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM) in 1982.

director of Karl Polányi Research Center.

Leonidas Cheliotis

Saso Ordanoski
Dr. Sašo Ordanoski’s professional carrier spans over 30 years

Dr. Leonidas Cheliotis is an assistant professor at the De-

and includes considerable experience in journalism, PR and

partment of Social Policy at the London School of Economics

public communications in both the national and international

and Political Science. He is also an editor and book reviews

arenas. An award-winning journalist, he is a regular contrib-

editor for the British Journal of Criminology. He has published

utor to a number of local and international print/electronic

widely on the sociology of punishment, including immigration

media outlets. He plays a prominent role in CEE’s civil so-

detention, and is currently working on a book focusing on the

ciety sector. He teaches journalism, media and theory and

political economy of irregular migration in Southern Europe,

practice of communication. Currently he is a fellow at the In-

in particular Greece.

stitute for Human Sciences in Vienna, Austria as a winner of

Tony Curzon Price
Tony Curzon Price is an associate editor at openDemocra-

the Institute’s Milena Jesenská Fellowship in journalism for
2015/2016.

cy and was its editor-in-chief for five years. He has written

Aleksander Smolar

widely on economics, technology and culture. He has been

Aleksander Smolar is a political scientist. He is chairman of

closely involved in civil society responses to Europe’s cur-

the board of the Stefan Batory Foundation in Warsaw and is

rent refugee crisis, working to promote and bring to public

a co-founder and member of the Board of the European Coun-

attention the work of groups at Calais’s Jungle. He is an an-

cil on Foreign Relations. Mr. Smolar is vice-chair of the Aca-

ti-trust economist by profession.

demic Advisory Board of the Institut für die Wissenschaften

Jovan Teokarevic

vom Menschen in Vienna. He studied economics and sociology at the University of Warsaw and international relations at

Dr. Jovan Teokarevic is professor of comparative politics at

the School for Advanced International Studies, John Hopkins

the Faculty of Political Sciences, University of Belgrade, Ser-

University. Between 1973 and 2006 he was research fellow at

bia and chairman of the board of the Open Society Founda-

the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique, Paris. Af-

tion Serbia. He heads the Faculty’s Centre for Interdisciplin-

ter 1989 he became political advisor to Prime Minister Tade-

ary Studies on the Balkans and coordinates an international

usz Mazowiecki and foreign policy adviser to Prime Minister

Master’s Program on South Eastern Europe in cooperation

Hanna Suchocka. His publications include: La Grande Sec-

with the University of Graz. He has published many books

ousse. Europe de l’Est 1989–1990 (co-editor: Peter Kende),

and has taught – in addition to comparative politics – cours-

1990; Globalization, Power and Democracy (co-editor Marc

es on post-communist transition (at the University of Bel-

Plattner), Washington, 2000; Entre Kant et Kosovo. Etudes

grade), Balkan politics and security (at the NATO Defense

offertes à Pierre Hassner (co-editor with Anne-Marie Le Glo-

College in Rome) and EU-Western Balkan relations (at the

annec), Paris 2003; and Tabu i niewinnosc (Taboo and Inno-

Master’s Program of the University of Vienna).

cence, a collection of articles), Warsaw 2010.

Veton Suroi

Martin M. Šimečka

Veton Surroi is a writer. He was a senior member of the

Martin M. Šimečka was born in Bratislava in 1957 and grew

Kosovo Negotiations Unity Team in the Vienna Negotiations

up in the family of the dissident and novelist Milan Šimečka.

(2005–2007) preceeding the independence of Kosovo. He

Until 1989 he was active in the literary dissent, publishing

was a member of the Parliament of Kosovo as president of

several books in samizdat and serving as an editor at the Slo-

vak samizdat magazine Fragment K. After 1989 he became

mittee, Chairman of the Temporary Committee on Pension

editor-in-chief of the Slovak publishing house Archa, from

Reform and Chairman of the Subcommittee for Financial

1999 to 2006 he was editor-in-chief of the Slovak daily SME

and Capital Markets. Since 2003, he has been a member

and from 2006 to 2008 he was editor-in-chief of the Czech

of the Presidium of the Czech Social Democratic Party. He

weekly Respekt, where he is today an editor and reporter.

also held the position of Chairman of the Parliamentary

He publishes under the name Martin M. Šimečka, is married

Club of the ČSSD, Chairman of the South Moravian Region-

with two children and lives in Prague and Bratislava.

al Organisation and Statutory Vice Chairman of the Czech

Luděk Niedermayer
Luděk Niedermayer graduated from Brno’s Masaryk University (formerly UJEP), where he studied operational research

Social Democratic Party. In addition to these positions, he
was a member of the Municipal Councilof Slavkov u Brna
between 1998 and 2010.

and systems theory. After briefly working in research into

Věra Jourová

the theory of structure he joined the Czech Republic’s cen-

Ms Věra Jourová is currently European Commissioner for

tral bank in 1991. Five years later, at the age of 29, he became

Justice, Consumers and Gender Equality. In 2014, before

the youngest member of the Bank Board of the Czech Na-

coming to the European Commission, Ms Jourová held the

tional Bank. In December 2000 he was appointed vice-gov-

position of Minister for Regional Development in the Czech

ernor. From 2008 to 2014 he was director of Deloitte CR. In

Republic. Previous to this, from 2006 to 2013, she worked in

2014 he was elected a member of the European Parliament

her own company as an international consultant on Europe-

for TOP09/STAN.

an Union funding, and also was involved in consultancy activ-

Bohuslav Sobotka

ities in the Western Balkans relating to the European Union
Accession. In 2003 Ms. Jourová was appointed Deputy Min-

Since January 2014, Bohuslav Sobotka has served as Prime

ister for Regional Development, a position which she held for

Minister of the Czech Republic. He has held the position of

three years. Previously she worked as Head of the Depart-

Chairman of the Czech Social Democratic Party since 2011.

ment of Regional Development in the Vysočina Region, from

From 2003–2006 he served as Deputy Prime Minister and

2001, and before that as Secretary and Spokesperson of the

before that as Minister of Finance. Since 1996, he has been

Třebič Municipal Office, from 1995 to 2001. Ms Jourová holds

a member of the Chamber of Deputies and has held sever-

a Degree in Law (Mgr.) from the Charles University, Prague

al positions, most notably that of Chairman of the Mandate

and a Master’s degree (Mgr.) in the Theory of Culture from the

and Immunity Committee, Chairman of the Budget Com-

Charles University, Prague.
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