
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

THE WINNER OF THE 2016 VÁCLAV HAVEL HUMAN RIGHTS PRIZE 
 

10 October, 2016; Strasbourg, Prague 

 

Today, on Monday 10 October, 2016, Nadia Murad was ceremonially announced as laure-

ate of the 2016 Václav Havel Human Rights Prize at the Parliamentary Assembly of the 

Council of Europe in Strasbourg. The award is presented by the Council of Europe in coop-

eration with the Václav Havel Library and the Charter 77 Foundation.  

 

Nadia Murad 

A young, brave Yazidi woman, who managed to flee ISIS in northern Iraq. Today a human 

rights activist, she brings the plight of the Yazidi community, in particular the forced sexual 

enslavement and human trafficking of women and children captured by ISIS, to the forefront 

of international attention.    

 

Václav Havel Human Rights Prize 

The Václav Havel Human Rights Prize draws attention to extraordinary actions in the field of 

human rights in Europe and elsewhere. It is presented annually by the Parliamentary Assem-

bly of the Council of Europe in partnership with the Václav Havel Library and the Charta 77 

Foundation. It comes with a monetary award of EUR 60,000. 

 

Fences, Walls and Trenches: Freedom of Movement as a Human Right? 

The Václav Havel Library has organised an international conference in honour of the laureate; 

Fences, Walls and Trenches: Freedom of Movement as a Human Right? will take place at the 

Prague Crossroads on 12 October, 2016.  
 

 

 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe: Angus Macdonald, tel. +33 3 88 41 34 39 

Václav Havel Library: Michael Žantovský, tel. +420 602 214 464 

Charta 77 Foundation: Julie Růžičková, tel: +420 702 001 962 

 

 

http://www.vaclavhavel-library.org/en/vh-prize
http://www.vaclavhavel-library.org/en/
http://www.kontobariery.cz/home.aspx?lang=en-GB
http://www.kontobariery.cz/home.aspx?lang=en-GB
http://www.vaclavhavel-library.org/en/index/calendar/1061/cena-vaclava-havla-za-lidska-prava-ploty-zdi-a-prikopy-svoboda-pohybu-jako-lidske-pravo

