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I’'m quite surprised when | work out how many years ago this award was established. Back
then | hadn’t understood that | was awarding myself something, namely an association with
the arts and culture in Czechoslovakia. | have become more and more proud of this. Now here
we are in Prague with a sense of being survivors. This feeling is especially strong on the Vaclav
Havel Library’s 20th Anniversary. Many people share in the vitality of the library in the context
of culture in the Czech Republic and | would like to congratulate everybody who feels
themselves to be part of it. But the first person | would like to congratulate is the laureate for
2024 Vladimir Merta. | sincerely wish that | were in this great city today to embrace you. |
particularly celebrate the width of your embrace of the role of the artist, somebody who uses
song, film, photography and every mode of writing. Of course, a writer who spends half his
life on perfecting a sonnet is an artist too and who knows? Perhaps such a person will be a
future laureate, but at this present moment | rejoice for the diversity of Vladimir’s
engagement with the world going back several decades. Let’s not forget that there are times
when it takes real courage to be an artist. | feel that over the years | have written about
Vladimir Merta without knowing it and | am proud to be in his company today.

Preklad

Kdyz si spocitam, pred kolika lety byla tato cena zaloZzena, docela mé to prekvapuje. Tehdy mi
nedoslo, Ze sam sobé cosi nadéluji, a to konkrétné spojeni s uménim a kulturou
Ceskoslovenska. Jsem na to ¢im dal tim vic hrdy. Ted' se ocitdme tady v Praze s pocitem, Ze
jsme pretrvali. Tento pocit je jesté umocnén 20. vyroc¢im Knihovny Vaclava Havla. Na
Fivotaschopnosti Knihovny v kontextu kultury Ceské republiky ma zasluhy mnoho lidi a ja bych
chtél pogratulovat vSem, kdo se citi byt toho soucasti. Ale predevsim bych chtél pogratulovat
lauredtovi pro rok 2024 Vladimirovi Mertovi. Kéz bych mohl dnes byt vtom Uzasném mésté,
abych vas mohl obejmout. Obzvlasté ocenuiji, s jakou Sifi jste pojal roli umélce jako nékoho,
kdo pouziva pisen, film, fotografii a vesSkeré literarni Utvary. Samoziejmé, ze i spisovatel, ktery
vénuje polovinu svého Zivota cizelovani sonetu, je také umélcem, a kdo vi? MozZna se nékdo
takovy v budoucnu stane laureatem, ale v tuto chvili se raduji nad rozmanitosti Vladimirovy
interakce se svétem, kterd preklenuje nékolik desitek let. Nezapominejme, Ze v nékterych
obdobich vyZaduje byt umélcem skutecnou odvahu. Mam dojem, Ze jsem v priibéhu let psal o
Vladimirovi Mertovi, aniz bych o tom védél, a jsem hrdy, Ze jsem dnes v jeho spole¢nosti.



